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The standard course load consists of five academic courses, P.E., 
and electives. Middle School students take the following courses:

	 ENGLISH_____________________________________________ 2 YEARS

	 SOCIAL STUDIES_____________________________________________ 2 YEARS

	 SCIENCE_____________________________________________ 2 YEARS

	 MATHEMATICS_____________________________________________ 2 YEARS

	 LANGUAGE_____________________________________________ 2 YEARS

	 PHYSICAL EDUCATION_____________________________________________ 2 YEARS

	 COMMUNITY SERVICE_____________________________________________ 2 YEARS

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM
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ENGLISH

ENGLISH 7
Full-year course required of all students in grade 7. 
In English 7 we study a sampling immigrant voices, coming-of-age voices, and lesser-known voices that speak to the 
broad question of what it means to be a human being, living today. We also read one play by William Shakespeare. Our 
readings include Up From the Sea (Leza Lowitz), Animal Dialogues (Craig Childs), Mud Woman: Poems from the Clay 
(Nora Naranjo Morse), American Born Chinese (Gene Luen Yang), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (William Shakespeare), 
Challenger Deep (Neal Shusterman), and A Place to Belong (Cynthia Kadohata). We work on close reading of the text, 
annotation skills, and identifying strong language. We have regular class discussions and small group activities to share 
and deepen our understanding of and connections to the text. We practice writing informally in journals, as well as writing 
short analytical pieces, fiction, graphic memoir and poetry. We work in groups and individually on class presentations. 
Silent Sustained Reading for pleasure is a weekly focus of this course, as is grammar work.

ENGLISH 8
Full-year course required of all students in grade 8. 
In English 8, students study texts that address personal triumph in the face of extraordinary adversity, explore the 
differences between justice and legality, and honor myriad cultural expressions. The course is anchored in literary 
analysis, requiring students to think critically, develop personal insights about texts, and support and present those 
insights in multiple forms of writing. Our primary texts vary in terms of author and subject matter and range from recent 
publications to classic works of canonical literature. We also have a supplemental reader that contains short readings 
that expand and enhance our primary texts and that enable students to better integrate our learning with their work in 
other courses. English 8 is multidisciplinary, inclusive, and celebratory of the many voices present in the classroom. 
Numerous opportunities exist for students to express themselves academically, artistically, and honestly, with the 
confidence that their efforts will be received in an environment that fosters respect.
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NEW MEXICO HISTORY
Full-year course required of all students in grade 7. 
The New Mexico History course brings to life the colorful events and people that have shaped our state. The course begins 
with the geological history and landscape of the area and the resulting relationship with the earliest native peoples. It 
then continues with an exploration of post-Columbian Native Americans, Spanish explorers, indigenous Hispanic culture, 
and all other cultures that arrived during territorial time and beyond. A study of state, tribal and local government, and 
civics support student learning in looking at current issues in present-day New Mexico. The use of primary and secondary 
sources and best practices in research are among the skills developed. Students in the course will gain a sense of the 
variety of New Mexican traditions and cultures through discussions, debates, readings, presentations, field trips, and 
developing hands-on projects.

GLOBAL STUDIES
Full-year course required of all students in grade 8. 
Global Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities, exploring geography, history, economics, 
politics, and contemporary international issues. The purpose of Global Studies is twofold: first, it is designed to prepare 
students for the academic rigor of the Upper School history classes, specifically critical thinking, researching, and 
writing skills. Second, it is intended to help young people develop the ability to make informed decisions for the common 
good as global citizens of a diverse world.

SOCIAL STUDIES
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SCIENCE 7
Full year course required of all students in grade 7.
Science 7 is an investigative journey through the science of life. By looking closely at ourselves as human beings and the 
life forms around us, we explore living organisms from the cellular level to organ systems and behavioral characteristics. 
Topics include experimental design, cells and the use of microscopes, bacterial and viral characteristics and disease, 
NM natural history, genetics, evolution, and the human body. This course seeks to foster a love of learning for scientific 
investigation, as well as to develop the skills (including nature journaling) to make connections to the world around us, 
including climate change.

SCIENCE 8
Full year course required of all students in grade 8.
Science 8 is an exploration into the functioning of our Earth and how its systems work together to provide a balance for 
all life. Students will dive deep into Earth’s history to explore its formation and how life began. They will examine geology 
and hypothesize about what clues it provides to us about the past. Our watershed will be studied to understand how all 
water on Earth is connected. We will investigate what causes our weather and make predictions for the future. All of 
these ideas will link to the concept of how humans interact with our environment through agriculture. We will finish the 
year by looking to the future of this environment in the face of increasing global climate change. Course topics will be 
explored from the perspective of our unique Santa Fe environment.

SCIENCE
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MATH B
Full-year course open to students in grades 7-8.
This course includes PreAlgebra, Geometry, and Statistics topics. In module one, students investigate pi and ratios of 
fractions, connect formulas for circumference and area of circles, and solve scale factor problems. They investigate 
tables, graphs, equations, and verbal descriptions of proportional relationships to solve problems. Students then reason 
proportionally in real-world percent situations.​​​​​ In module two, students use models to develop an understanding of 
operating with signed numbers before developing and applying rules. They define rational numbers, convert fractions 
to decimals, and operate with rational numbers.​​​​​ In the third module, students employ their knowledge of rational 
numbers to rewrite algebraic expressions. They equate expressions, solve for unknowns in equations and inequalities, 
and use graphs and tables to analyze relationships.​​​​​ In the fourth module, students learn the basics of probability and use 
experimental and theoretical probability to make predictions. They construct probability models and design simulations. 
They generate random samples to determine statistics from populations and use them to make conclusions.​​​​​ In the fifth 
module, students formalize their knowledge of angles and triangles and make geometric constructions. They calculate 
the surface area and volume of various pyramids and prisms, including those with regular bases.

MATH C
Full-year course open to students in grades 7-8.  
Prerequisite: Math B or PreAlgebra
This course includes a study of Algebra and Geometry topics. Module I focused on transformation of geometric objects to 
learn about congruence and similarity, and included work with triangles relationships and special triangle pairs. Module 
two focuses on connecting previous knowledge about proportions to build an understanding of linear relationships and 
transformations. They model linear relationships using graphs and equations and discuss the advantages of each form 
of a linear equation. Students analyze and solve pairs of simultaneous linear equations.​​​​​ Module three students define, 
identify, and compare functions using multiple representations. Students determine, construct, and analyze lines of best 
fit for scatter plots.​​​​​ In Module four, students learn about irrational numbers and estimate square and cube roots. They 
explain proofs of the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse and use the theorems to solve problems off and on on the 
coordinate plane.​​​​​ In the fifth module, students develop and apply the Properties of Powers to rewrite expressions. They 
write and operate with numbers in scientific notation. Students develop and apply volume formulas of cylinders, cones, 
and spheres.​​​​​ Note: This course is open to 7th graders who have a strong foundation in Course B concepts. 

MATHEMATICS
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MATHEMATICS CONTINUED

INTEGRATED MATH I
Full-year course open to students in grades 7-9.  
Prerequisite: Math B, Math C, or Pre-Algebra
This course includes Algebra, Geometry, and Statistics topics. In the first module, they are introduced to functions by 
studying patterns, exploring geometric and arithmetic sequences, and lines of best fit. In the second module, students 
explore linear functions, considering how to solve equations and inequalities. They consider a second linear function and 
solve systems. Finally, students use linear functions to determine the perimeter and area of polygons on a coordinate 
plane.​​​​​ In module three, students investigate growth and decay and explore exponential functions. In module four, students 
learn about data distributions, and they summarize, represent, and interpret data. In the last module, students analyze 
geometric functions using constructions and transformations and learn about triangle congruence and rigid motion. 

INTEGRATED MATH II
Full-year course open to students in grades 8-10.  
Prerequisite: Integrated I or Algebra I
This course begins with an exploration of shapes, their properties, and logical reasoning to support a framework for these 
ideas. From congruence of figures, the course moves on to explore ideas of similarity, culminating in the development 
of right triangle trigonometry and applications. The second semester explores a variety of functions including linear, 
exponential, and quadratic, with an emphasis on function notation and the development of an ability to easily move 
between various representations.  The focus of the course then narrows to more deeply explore properties of quadratics 
and the various techniques for solving quadratic equations. The course ends with an exploration of topics in probability 
including counting using permutations and combinations.



9

LATIN - 7TH GRADE
Full-year course required of students in grade 7.
This course introduces students to Latin and to studying a foreign language. Students will acquire vocabulary in Latin 
and learn to navigate the noun and verb endings of an inflected language through translation, all the while making 
connections to English and Spanish.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPANISH - INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH
Full-year course required of students in grade 8.
This course provides middle school students with an exploratory and developmentally appropriate introduction to 
Spanish, forming a strong foundation for future study. Emphasizing the four core skills—listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing—students begin to build basic communication abilities using high-frequency vocabulary, essential grammar, 
and cultural content. Instruction is interactive and supportive, introducing students to the sound system of Spanish, 
simple sentence construction, and paragraph-length writing in the present tense. Learning is supported by the Descubre 
textbook, online VHL Supersite, and class presentations that introduce elements of the Spanish-speaking world. This 
course is designed to spark curiosity, encourage risk-taking in language learning, and provide the first steps toward 
communicative competence. As a part of our college preparatory curriculum, we recognize that students develop 
at different rates. Therefore, a placement assessment at the end of the course, combined with information about a 
student’s performance throughout the school year helps us determine if a student would benefit from the rigorous, 
in-depth study offered in Spanish I as they transition to the upper school, or if they have the skills and fluency to make 
the leap and meet the demands of Spanish II.

LANGUAGE



10

P.E. CLASS 7 AND 8
Full-year required courses required of all students in grades 7 and 8.
The middle school years will be devoted to developing Prep athletes. Emphasis is on cross-training and injury prevention. 
Students will learn the basics of many different sports. They also participate in several intramural tournaments over the 
course of the year. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ATHLETIC PROGRAM
Open to students in grades 7 and 8.
In addition to the required middle school P.E. classes, there are opportunities for 7th and 8th-grade students in good 
academic standing to play on middle school interscholastic athletic teams. The specific sports available depend upon 
interest. Sports likely to be offered include:

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

UPPER SCHOOL ATHLETIC PROGRAM
Permission required. Grade 8 only. 
In addition to the required middle school P.E. classes, 8th-grade students may be eligible to participate on high school-
level interscholastic athletic teams provided they meet certain criteria. If interested, students should contact either 
the Athletic Director or the Middle School Athletic Director. Participation in a varsity/junior varsity program requires a 
full commitment to the team for the entire season and can be very demanding. Participation will be allowed with the 
assumption that students maintain their academic standing, and this privilege can be removed at the discretion of the 
administration at any time. Eighth-grade students are not guaranteed a spot on an upper school team. Interscholastic 
sports activities offered include the following: 

FALL SPORTS WINTER SPORTS SPRING SPORTS

Girls Cross Country Girls Basketball Girls Lacross

Boys Cross Country Boys Basketball Girls Track & Field

Golf (coed) Girls Swimming Boys Track & Field

Soccer (coed) Boys Swimming

Tennis (coed)

Volleyball (girls)

Mountain Biking (coed)

FALL SPORTS WINTER SPORTS SPRING SPORTS
Boys Soccer Girls Basketball Girls Lacrosse

Girls Soccer Boys Basketball Girls Tennis

Girls Volleyball Girls Swimming/Diving Boys Tennis

Girls Cross Country Boys Swimming/Diving Girls Track & Field

Boys Cross Country Boys Track & Field

Golf (coed) Golf (coed)

Mountain Biking (coed)
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7TH AND 8TH GRADE TAP (TEEN ACTION PROGRAM)
Full-year course required of all students in grades 7 and 8.
Santa Fe Prep’s Service-Learning Program (also known as TAP) engages all Prep students in community service activities 
with a variety of agencies, schools, museums, and local organizations. Students and faculty offer their time and energy 
throughout the school year in the interest of addressing authentic needs throughout northern New Mexico. Service 
Learning has long been an important cornerstone of a Santa Fe Prep education and is continually evolving to serve the 
needs of our communities. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

LIFE SKILLS
Required course for all students in grade 7.
As the foundational Wellness course for Prep, students will begin to develop essential life competencies necessary 
for personal and academic success. Through interactive lessons and real-life scenarios, students will learn critical 
skills such as effective communication, decision-making, time management, and conflict resolution. Potential topics 
of study include financial literacy, healthy living habits, effective communication, nutrition, and emotional intelligence 
to empower them with the tools needed to navigate various life situations confidently. By creating a supportive and 
interactive learning environment centered on the eight dimensions of wellness (emotional, spiritual, social, intellectual, 
physical, environmental, financial, and occupational), this course aims to equip students with practical skills that will 
serve them well beyond the classroom and throughout their journey at Prep.

LIFE SKILLS
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FALL SEMESTER SPRING SEMESTER
VISUAL ARTS VISUAL ARTS
Ceramics Ceramics

2D Studio 2D Studio

3D Studio

PERFORMING ARTS PERFORMING ARTS
Acting Musical Theater

Vocal Music Instrumental Music

Acting

TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING
Enchanted Engineering Enchanted Engineering

Simple Machines

SOCIAL STUDIES
Mock Trial

Please refer to full course descriptions for pre-requisites and other important information.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ELECTIVES AT-A-GLANCE
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CERAMICS
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8. 
This course is an introduction to clay as an expressive medium. Students learn basic slab, coil, and wheel throwing 
techniques, and are encouraged to make interesting and original forms. Emphasis is on skill development, cooperation, 
and fun.

2D STUDIO
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
This course will emphasize the spectrum of two-dimensional skills to include drawing, printmaking, and painting for the 
middle schooler. Students will be directed in drawing exercises that hone their ability to draw from direct observation, 
learn basic printmaking techniques including Relief, Monoprint, and Intaglio, and will be exposed to fundamental 
principles and theories of painting. A variety of mediums will be utilized including graphite, colored pencil, charcoal, 
Contè crayon, acrylic, acrylic mediums, ink, watercolor, pastels, and mixed media on various substrates such as canvas, 
paper, board, or found objects.

3D STUDIO
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
This course will emphasize the spectrum of three-dimensional skills to include subtractive and additive sculpture 
with wire, soap, and wood, principles of soft sculpture, animation, digital photography, and filmography for the middle 
schooler. Students will be directed in exercises that hone their ability to create three-dimensional objects using basic 
engineering skills to include traditional sculpture techniques as well as more advanced silicone and plaster casting and 
machine sewing. Students will be exposed to the Adobe Create Suite and will be guided in foundation skills for Adobe 
Photoshop, Adobe Premier Pro, Adobe Illustrator, and Adobe InDesign. Students will also be introduced to the exciting 
possibilities in Art in Social Sphere collaborative interventions. A variety of mediums will be utilized including plasticine, 
wood, soap, cloth, wire, Styrofoam, and DIY plastic molding, amongst others.

VISUAL ARTS
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ACTING
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
This class will help you be more expressive, create and perform interesting characters, improvise comedy sketches, and 
learn how to act. It teaches the basic elements of acting through theater games, technique, improvisation exercises, and 
monologue and scene study. Students will learn how to warm up vocally and physically, perform comedic and dramatic 
material and learn group dynamic skills that emphasize the importance of working together as an ensemble. 

MUSICAL THEATER
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
In this class, students learn to sing on stage. This class is for all levels of students who want to experience musical 
theater. You will learn vocal technique and instruction for singing solo and in a group. You will also learn warm-up 
techniques, voice projection, learning to become a character, auditioning, stage presence, and the evolution of musical 
theater. All students will perform in a musical showcase at the end of the semester. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
This course offers a chance for students to continue playing the instruments that they started in elementary school. 
We will explore musical works from jazz to classical to contemporary. Emphasis will be placed on the basics of music 
theory, sight-reading and musical interpretation. The class will have opportunities to perform for an audience beyond 
their classmates. 

VOCAL MUSIC
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
Students will get a chance to explore their voices in this course. Proper breathing technique, vowel shape, and aural skills 
will be among the many tools introduced to students in both solo and ensemble settings. The class will be presented 
with a large volume of music across a variety of styles in order to expose students to a breadth of musical selections. 
Students will be able to perform both on and off campus.

PERFORMING ARTS
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ENCHANTED ENGINEERING
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
Delve deep into an engineering adventure, where you get to choose your character’s class— Software Mage, Hardware 
Warrior, or Engineering Cleric— and earn experience points by defeating dangerous and wily foes like Malware Monsters 
and Software Bugs using all the Engineering Spells in your spellbook and Troubleshooting Weapons in your quiver. Along 
the way, you will learn about code, malware, circuits, hacking, engineering, and all the other things you need to learn in 
order to make things and be a techno genius. Once you are experienced enough, team up with other players to form a 
well-rounded party to conquer the Final Big Bad Project!

SIMPLE MACHINES
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
The “Simple Machines” elective course is designed to introduce middle school students to the basic principles of 
physics and engineering through hands-on learning and creative problem solving. In this course, students will explore 
classical simple machines such as the lever, pulley, wheel and axle, inclined plane, wedge, and screw, and learn how 
they are used in everyday life and complex systems. Students will also gain practical experience in applying these 
principles by creating their own working models using tools in the school’s growing Maker Space. Students will not only 
understand the fundamental concepts behind simple machines, but they will also develop skills in design, prototyping, 
and problem-solving—skills that are essential in the 21st century. Exploration of technological, mathematical, physical, 
and engineering principles will empower students to become creative and critical thinkers and innovators.

TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING

MOCK TRIAL 
One-semester elective course open to students in grades 7 and 8.
Mock trial is an innovative, hands-on experience in the law for middle school students. Every year, hundreds of New 
Mexico students, working with their teacher advisors and attorney coaches, research, study, and prepare a hypothetical 
courtroom trial involving issues that are important and interesting to young people. In this course, students will work 
through a sample court case. They are assigned to be a lawyer or witness and practice giving courtroom testimony. 
They learn about civil vs. criminal cases. They learn about the burden of proof and about cross-examinations. Students 
develop questioning, critical-thinking, and oral-advocacy skills. Mock Trial helps students improve proficiency in basic 
skills such as listening, speaking, reading, and reasoning, and it fosters cooperation among diverse groups of young 
people. 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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